MAX PLANCK INSTITUTE
FOR SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGY

ECONOMIC SHIFTS AND NEW
IDEOLOGIES IN GREEN TRANSITIONS
IN EUROPE AND BEYOND

17-19 September 2025

ORGANISERS:
Ognjen Kojanic, Nikolaos Olma, Elena Sischarenco, leva Snikersproge (ACE)
Patricia Ferraz de Matos, Panas Karampampas (EuroNet)

Programme

TUESDAY, 16 SEPTEMBER 2025

Participants arrive in Halle (Saale)

WEDNESDAY, 17 SEPTEMBER 2025

09.00 - 09.30 Welcome and opening remarks

Keynote speech |

09.30-11.00 Jaume Franquesa (University at Buffalo, SUNY)
Notes for the Anthropological Study of the New ‘Green Landscapes’: On Energy, Value
and the Rural World

11.00- 11.30 Coffee break

Venue: MAIN SEMINAR ROOM, Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology, Advokatenweg 36, 06114 Halle (Saale), Germany



Panel I: Green Work and Its Discontents
Chair: Ikuno Naka (MPI for Social Anthropology)

11.30-13.00

13.00 - 14.00

Eeva Keskila (Tallinn University)
Yellow Helmets, Green Futures? Skills and Transition in Estonia’s lda-Virumaa

leva Snikersproge (University of Neuchatel)
Ecology Without Work? Green Politics and Class Tensions in Rural France

Lunch break

Panel Il: Problematising Green Transitions
Chair: Mareike Pampus (Martin Luther University of Halle-Wittenberg)

14.00 - 15.30

15.30 - 16.00

Elena Sischarenco (University of Bergamo)
Quiet Shifts: Navigating Green Transition in a Family-Run Machinery Firm

Ladislav Zarecky (Masaryk University)
The Regional Development Apparatus and the EU Just Transition

Markus Sattler (Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography), Agnes Gagyi (Solidarity
Economy Center), and Colm Stockdale (Panteion University)

Green Transition in Europe’s (Semi-)Peripheries and Its Discontents: Mapping With and
Beyond EJ atlas

Coffee break

Panel IlI: The Politics of the (Blue-)Green Transition
Chair: Panas Karampampas (Durham University)

16.00 - 18.00
19.00 -- 20.00
20.00

Rigas Karampasis (University of Oslo)
From Shores to Servers: Tuvalu's Digital Response to Climate Change Existential
Threats

Noé Duprat-Lassus (French Agency of Ecological Transition, ADEME)
‘You Don't Have to Choose Between Ecology and Economics” The Ideology of Green
Growth as A Blame Avoidance for Green Elected Representatives

Dinner at restaurant ‘Objekt 5’

Concluding Discussion

Venue: MAIN SEMINAR ROOM, Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology, Advokatenweg 36, 06114 Halle (Saale), Germany



THURSDAY, 18 SEPTEMBER 2025

Panel IV: Environmental Activism and Grassroots Responses
Chair: Ognjen Kojani¢ (Czech Academy of Sciences)

09.00 - 10.30

10.30- 11.00

Andrus Tins (Estonian Literary Museum/University of Tartu)
Negotiating the Future: Exploring Grassroots Responses to the Green Transition to
Foster Social Inclusion and Build Social Consensus

André Thiemann (Charles University/ Czech Academy of Sciences)

The Lemon of the North: Sea Buckthorn, A Quiet Companion Species in East
Germany'’s Structural Transformations

Coffee break

Panel V: (Post-)Extractivisms Old and New
Chair: Nikolaos Olma (University of the Aegean/University of Vienna)

11.00-12.30

12.30 - 13.30

13.30 - 19.00

19.00 - 20.00

20.00

Thulani Siziba (University of Johannesburg)

‘Little is Invisible on the Critical Ethnographic Eye”: An Anthropological Dive into Lives
of Coal Mine Workers amid Fossil Fuel Decarbonisation in Mpumalanga [and Eastern
Cape], South Africa

Karolina Zizkova and Martin Tremé&insky (Czech Academy of Sciences)
Enacting the Resource Frontier: Valuation Practices of the Sociotechnical Metabolism
of Extraction

Lili Vanko (Central European University)

Between Coal Phase-Out and an Elusive Green Future: The Contentious Transition in
Lusatia, East Germany

Lunch break

Activities: Fanzine workshop

In this hands-on workshop, we will experiment with fanzine-making as an
anthropological practice of storytelling. We will cut, paste, and remix words and
images from the conference and the streets of Halle to craft a DIY publication on
political landscapes under ecological transition and coal phase-out. Don't forget to
bring a newspaper from your home country to contribute to the mix!

Dinner at restaurant ‘Alchimistenklause’

Concluding Discussion

Venue: MAIN SEMINAR ROOM, Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology, Advokatenweg 36, 06114 Halle (Saale), Germany



FRIDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER 2025

Keynote speech I

09.00-10.30 Asta Vonderau (Martin Luther University of Halle-Wittenberg)
Anthropology in/ of Late Industrialism

10.30- 11.00 Coffee break

Panel VI: What is ‘Just’ about Just Energy Transition?
Chair: Patricia Ferraz de Matos (University of Lisbon)

11.00 - 12.30 Katja Muller (Merseburg University of Applied Sciences)
Socio-Ecological ‘Fixes’ and the ‘Promise’ of Renewable Energy

Thomas McNamara (La Trobe University)
The Just Energy Transition Partnership: European Justice in an African Transition

12.30 - 13.00 Publication plans and closing remarks

Venue: MAIN SEMINAR ROOM, Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology, Advokatenweg 36, 06114 Halle (Saale), Germany
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